MODERNIZATION THROUGH DANCING BODIES IN TURKEY

by

Zeynep Giinsiir Yiiceil

Submitted to
The Department of History
The Institute of Social Sciences
For the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy

Bogazigi University

2007



CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION. .. .ottt e 1-13

Presentation of the Research Topic
Methodological Approaches: Oral History Interviews & Texts

CHAPTER I: A GENERAL LOOK AT THE FOUNDATION OF INSTITUTIONAL
DANCE/BALLET IN THE WORLD.......oiiiiiiiii e 14-27

CHAPTER II: A CRITICAL SURVEY OF DANCE SCHOLARSHIP IN
TURK Y .. 28-47

CHAPTER III: A HISTORICAL NARRATIVE OF STATE SPONSORED BALLET
IN TURKEY .. e 48-106

The Founding of the State Conservatory and the Establishment of the First State Ballet
Company

Destined Paths of the First Ballet Students: From Yesilkéy School of Ballet
to the Ankara State Conservatory of Ballet

The Foundation and Early Achievements of Ankara State Ballet Company

Founders, Bureaucrats, and Pioneers: Influential Actors of Early Turkish Ballet

The Founders of the Infrastructure of Turkish Ballet: British Teachers and
Choreographers

Visibility of the Turkish State in Dance Circles: Turkish Bureaucrats

Pioneers of Turkish Ballet: Turkish Dancers, Choreographers and Teachers

CHAPTER IV: RETHINKING ISSUES OF TURKISH BALLET: GROWING
PAINS OF INSTITUTIONALIZATION. .....cooiiiiii e 107-156

The Impact of the British Roots: The Prestige and the Confinement

The Inevitable Separation from Dame Ninette de Valois: Shifting towards a Russian
Impact

Administrative Conflicts: Institutional, Visionary, and Individual Aspects

vi



CHAPTER V: DEBATES ON “THE NATIONAL”: DEFINING A TURKISH
B A LT ... 157-203

A “National” Ballet with “Foreign” Roots: Negotiating the Quality of Education
Different approaches: Various Presentations of Being National

International Exposures of Turkish Ballet

CHAPTER VI: REFLECTIONS ON GENDER, MEMORY AND IDENTITY: VOICES

FROM TURKISH DANCERS. ... .o, 2042222
CONCLUSION. L e 223-230
BIBLIOGRAPHY ... 231-244
APPENDIX

FIGURES

INTERVIEWS

A. METIN AND 12/21/2006, Ankara
B. RICHARD GLASSTONE 05/25/2007, Istanbul

vil



