EXPERIENCES OF EDUCATED TURKISH MIGRANT WOMEN
RETURNING FROM CANADA

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
OF
MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

BY

KARLA COMBRES

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS

FOR

THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

JUNE 2007



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PLAGIARISM ...ttt ettt ettt et b et et esae e enes iii

ABSTRACT ...ttt ettt ettt et e et e bt e teeae e beentesneenbeeneas iv

OZ oottt vi

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ...ttt sttt viil

TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt sttt st X
CHAPTER

1. INTRODUCGTION ...ttt ettt ettt et e bt e e s atesbeensesatesaeenseenneneeens 1

2. INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION OF EDUCATED WOMEN ......ccccccccviiviniinenne 9

2.1 Types of Female Migration ...........ccoccueeirieeiiieenniieeniieenieeesieeesiee e einee e 10

2.2 Limited Research on the Migration of Women...........cccccveeeviieenciveenieeenneenns 13

2.3 Stereotypes of Female Migrants in Existing ‘South-to-North’ Literature ..... 15

2.4 Locating Skilled and Educated Female Migration............cccccceevveeenieennneennne 21

2.5 Moving Beyond the StEereOtyPes .........ccevveerrieeiiiieeniieeniieesiee et 23

3. CLOSER EXAMINATION OF TURKISH MIGRANT WOMEN .........ccceovrunen. 26

3.1 Assigned Role of Women in the Modernization of Turkey..........ccccceeeuveene. 26

3.2 Profile of Women in Contemporary Turkish Society .........ccccoeveeiiieinnneene 28

32,1 EdUCAON....coiiiiiiiiieieeeceectese et 29

3.2.2  Labour Force PartiCipation...........cccccueeviieerieeenieeenieeeiee e 31

3.2.3  Young Urban Islamist Women —

Challenging Dual Conceptualizations............ceeeveeveenieeenveennneennne 32

324 Family..oooiiiiiiiiie e 34

3.3 Turkish Women in Migration Literature............ccceeecvveerieeeniieeenieeeniee e 36
3.4 Turkish Migration to Canada ...........cceeeevuiieriieeiiiieeciie e e 38

3.5 Study of Skilled Female Migration between Canada & Turkey: Rationale...40

ix



4. INTERNATIONAL RETURN MIGRATION ......ccociiiiiiiiiienieeeenieeeeneeeeee 41

4.1 Return Migration: Definitions and OmiSSions ...........ccceeevvveerieeenieeenveeennenns 41

4.2 Existing Explanations for Return Migration ...........ccccceeeciveeniveenieeeneeeennenn. 43

4.3 Deficiencies of Existing Return Migration Literature.............cccocceeevveennneenn. 45

4.4 Locating Skilled and Educated Refurn Female Turkish Migration................ 46

5. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ....cetiiiiiiiieieniieieeteste ettt 49
5.1 OB ECHIVES .vteeiiieeiiie et e ettt e et e e ette e etee e etee et eeesteeetaeesnbaeesnseeensseeensseeesseennns 49

5.2 Data Gathering Method............coocuiiiiiiiiiiiii e 51

5.2.1  Snowball SamPpling .......ccceeeviiiiiniiiiiniiiiiieee e 51

5.2.2  ReSearch TOOIS ....ccceeriiriiiniieiienieeeeeeceee e 52

5.2.3  Ethical ISSUES...ccccuiiieiiieeiieecieeeeiee ettt e 54

5.3 Self-Reflections of Researcher..........coccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeee 55

6. BIOGRAPHIES OF MIGRATION AND RETURN.......cccccoctiniiiiniieeicreeieeeeeen 56
6.1 Fulya feels a sense of belonging in both countries............ccocceeeviiernieennneenne 56

6.1.1  Living in Turkey and motivation for migration .............c.ccecuveenneee. 56

6.1.2  The initial migration process
and reasons for the first return Migration..........cccceevveeevvveenneeenne 57

6.1.3  The first return migration process

and reasons for the second Migration..........cccceeerveeerieeerveeenneennns 58

6.1.4  The second migration and reasons for the final return................... 59

6.1.5  The return migration process and how she coped............ccccueeeneee. 59

6.1.6  Interpretive reflections in social and work contexts...........ccc..c...... 61

6.2 Sibel returned and had to relearn life in Turkey..........ccoccveeviiieniieeniieecieen, 74
6.2.1 Living in Turkey and motivation for migration .............c.ceceuveenneee. 74
6.2.2  The initial migration process and reasons for return..........c........... 75

6.2.3  The return migration process and how she coped............ccccueeeneee. 77
6.2.4  Interpretive reflections in social and work contexts....................... 79



6.3 Deniz feels that she belongs to Turkey ..........ccooveeviiiiiiiiiniiiiniceeeieee 98

6.3.1 Living in Turkey and motivation for migration .............c.ceceuveenneee. 98

6.3.2  The initial migration process and reasons for return...................... 98

6.3.3  The return migration process and how she coped............cccc.c... 102

6.3.4  Interpretive reflections in social and work contexts..................... 103

6.4 Ceyda is admired by her peers for her accomplishments...........c.cccccveeenneen. 115

6.4.1 Living in Turkey and motivation for migration ...............ccecuvennee 115

6.4.2  The initial migration process and reasons for return.................... 116

6.4.3  The return migration process and how she coped............cccccc... 118

6.4.4  Interpretive reflections in social and work contexts..................... 121

6.5 Zeynep is the egg-laying hen with the golden bracelet..............c.cceeuveenneen. 136

6.5.1 Living in Turkey and motivation for migration .............c.ccecveennne 136

6.5.2  The initial migration process and reasons for return.................... 138

6.5.3  The return migration process and how she coped............ccc..c.... 140

6.5.4 Interpretive reflections in social and work contexts..................... 141

6.6 Meral now always has one foot on the ground............ccccovvevivieiiieenieeennnn. 160

6.6.1 Living in Turkey and motivation for migration ...............cceeueeenee 160

6.6.2  The initial migration process and reasons for return.................... 160

6.6.3  The return migration process and how she coped............ccccuec.... 162

6.6.4 Interpretive reflections in social and work contexts..................... 166

7. RECURRING THEMES IN THE BIOGRAPHIES .........ccccoooiiiiniiiiniinicceieeen 178

8. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS .....cociiiiiiiniiiieicneeieeeeseeeeee 191

REFERENCES ... .ottt ettt ettt et st enaesaean 199

APPENDICES ...ttt ettt et sttt e b enaeenean 213
A. PARTICIPANT DEMOGRAPHIC, EDUCATION, AND CAREER

INFORMATION ...ttt sttt 213

B. PRE-INTERVIEW INFORMATION FORM .......cccootiiiiiienieeceee 214

C. TRANSCRIBER CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT ........cccccceviininnnenne. 217

X1



