“WE LIVE LIKE SEA FOAM”:
EXPERIENCES OF LIMINALITY AMONG AFGHAN MIGRANTS IN CEZA
CITY-TURKEY

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
OF
MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

BY

MARYAM OZLATIMOGHADDAM

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN THE PROGRAM OF
SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

February 2012



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ABSTRACT s v

(@ )OO vi

DEDICATION. ..ttt ettt siee s viii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ... s IX

TABLE OF CONTENTS ... XI

LIST OF TABLES. ...t Xiii

LIST OF FIGURES. ... .ot Xiv

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ... ... XV
CHAPTER

I INTRODUCGTION ..ottt 1

1.1  Getting into the field..........cooiiii e 5

I METHODOLOGY ...ttt 12

111 LITERATURE REVIEW & CONCEPTUALIZATION. ..o, 26

3.1 Forced Migration terminology .........ccccceevveieeieiiie e 26

3.2 LIMINAIITY coovoeiieee e 29

3.3 Theoretical framework ..........ccoceveiiiiiieiiieee e 31

3.3.1 Anthropology and Forced Migration ...........cccccceevveiieiiieeinnnn 31

3.3.2 Forced Migration and Gender Studi€s ...........ccccvevveiieiiieeninnn 34

3.3.3 Nexus between gender studies, anthropology and forced
MUGFATION ...ttt bbb 36



3.4 State of the art in refugees in TUIKeY .......cccoeveieniiiniiiceeee 39

IV CEZA CITY ittt bbbt 51
4.1 Ethnography of Ceza City ......cccceveiveiiiieieeie e 51

4.2 Biography of FAmilies: ... 56

4.3 Shadow of smugglers on forced migrants’ life............ccceviiiernnnenn 68

V “WE LIVE LIKE SEA FOAM” - LIFE IN LIMBO........cccccocviiniiniiinn, 74
5.1 Country Of OFIgiN .....coveieiicceee e 76

5.1.1  AFGhaniStan .........ccccoveviiiiiiiee e 77

5.1.2  TFAN oot 81

5.2 Asylum regulations in TUIKEY .........ccviriiiiieie e 85

5.2.1 First Afghan (selected) refugees in Turkey.........c.ccccccveeveennenn. 90

5.2.2 Afghan refugees in TUIKEY .........cccevveieiiesi e, 92

5.3 Betwixt and BetWEEN........ccciveii e 94

VI GENDER RELATIONS IN THE LIMINAL LIFE.........ccoooiieeiiee. 103
6.1 Gender relations and liminality ...........cccccoeeiiiieiicce e 104

6.1.1 Waiting in liminality ...........cccooeiieiiiiecc e 104

6.1.2 Continuous lIMinality..........c.ccooviiiiiiiiie e, 112

6.1.3 Beyond liminality..........cccocoiiniiiiiiie e, 118

6.2 Women and Liminality............ccccocoiieiiiiiic e 122

VI CONCLUSIONS ...t 128
REFERENGCES ...t 133
INTERNET SOURGCES ........c oottt 140
APPENDIX — TEZ FOTOKOPISI iIZIN FORMU ..........cccocovvviriiriiriiinns 141

Xii



